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Executive Summary 

 The designated human rights of freedom of expression and freedom of the press, as outlined in the Gen-
eral Comment No. 34 of the Human Rights Committee, contribute to the ideal of a free and open society and 
“constitute the foundation stone for every free and democratic society.”1  Both freedoms are limited only along 
the grounds of hate speech, where an opinion is intended to offend a person or group, or when an opinion calls for 
action against a person or group.  This report examines how Palestinian media and politicians have broadcasted 
statements and comments that fall into the category of hate speech, specifically rhetoric with clear ant-Semitic or 
anti-Israel messages. 
 Information for this report was obtained through news sources, Palestinian organizations that monitor vio-
lations of the above mentioned freedoms, and interviews with citizens with links to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA).  The majority of sources in this report are from the West Bank; information on Gaza was obtained through 
reports by informants on the group and through online sources. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND THE PRESS 
Legal Framework — International Law 
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) was signed by the PA in July 2014 and con-
tains statutes that promote and defend the liberties of citizens.  Article 19 of the ICCPR addresses the freedoms of 
expression, opinion, and freedom to seek information: 

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression…[and includes] freedom to seek, receive and 

impart information and ideas… 
3. The rights above are subject to certain restrictions, but only when necessary: for respect of the right of 

reputation and for the protection of national security, public order, or public health.2 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is designed to be transcultural, able to relate to ‘all nations of the 
Earth.’3  It sets an international standard for nations to follow that hold governments accountable for their actions.  
Like the ICCPR, Article 19 of the Declaration addresses freedom of speech, opinion, and information.  Both the 
Declaration and the ICCPR act to protect basic human rights and freedoms and make clear the importance of free-
dom of speech and access to information. 
 Aside from the legally binding documents like the Declaration and the ICCPR, certain non-legally bind-
ing measures of support for these freedoms have been adopted.  In 1978, UNESCO passed a declaration to protect 
freedom of expression, speech, and to ban incitement.4  It is noted that Palestine joined UNESCO in 2011.5  
While UNESCO declarations are not legally binding, they can be considered as soft law, meaning that members 
are strongly encouraged to comply with the rules and declarations set forth.6 

                                                
1 General Comment No. 34, Human Rights Committee, 102nd Session, 11-29 July 2011, CCPR/C/CG/34. Available at  http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bod-
ies/hrc/docs/gc34.pdf  accessed on December 17, 2015.	
2 "International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights." International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. UN. Available at. 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx accessed on October 19, 2015	
3 "The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UDHR, Declaration of Human Rights, Human Rights Declaration, Human Rights Charter, The Un and Hu-
man Rights." UN News Center. UN. Available at http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ accessed on December 9, 2015	
4 The official name was “Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and International 
Understanding, to the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, apartheid and incitement to war”. The text of the Declaration is available on 
the UNESCO website, available at 
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13176&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html accessed on November 9, 2015 	
5 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.	
6 Soft law refers specifically to that kind of rules that are not legally binding but they oblige compliance to some extent. A general explanation on the con-
cept is found on Guzman A. T. and Meyer T. L., International Soft Law, 2 Journal Legal Analysis, 2010, pp. 171-225. Available at http://scholar-
ship.law.berkeley.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1694&context=facpubs accessed on December 21, 2015	
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 In Gaza, under Hamas rule, international declarations and conventions play a lesser role.  As the current 
Hamas government is not recognized as an official state actor by the United Nations, it is unable to ratify interna-
tional treaties.  However, in 2006, Hamas Prime Minister Haniyeh stated Hamas’ “respect for human rights…in-
cluding the freedom of the press and opinion.”  A year later, he reiterated this commitment: “[We Will] respect 
international law and international humanitarian law insofar as they conform with our character, customs, and 
original traditions.”7  For Hamas, though they are not legally bound by international treaties, the Prime Minister’s 
statements to the international community pledge his support of and adherence to the international standards of 
human rights. 

Legal Framework — Domestic Law 
 The West Bank and Gaza draw their legal framework from a variety of legal codes that are both incon-
sistent with each other, and inconsistently applied throughout different cases,8 resulting in a complicated under-
standing of what Palestinian legal standards are.  As the PA is a signatory of the ICCPR, it is required to uphold a 
certain legal standard regarding freedom of speech and expression.  Yet, what is taking place on the ground paints 
a vivid picture of non-compliance with international expectations.  In the West Bank, legal codes derive their 
frameworks from the Ottoman Penal Code of 1916, the Jordanian Penal Code of 1960, Palestinian Basic Law of 
2003, and PA Legislation.  While in Palestinian Law protection of freedom of expression exists, other laws allot 
authority to the government to silence the press under ‘correct circumstances.’ 
 Palestinian Basic Law was passed by the Palestinian Legislative Council in 1997 and ratified by former 
President Yasser Arafat in 2002.  It serves as the interim Constitution of Palestine, with two articles (19 and 27) 
that pertain the protection of freedom of speech.9  While Article 19 clearly outlines freedom of expression as an 
inherent right for all Palestinians, Article 27 expounds upon the freedoms and establishment of the press, prohibit-
ing censorship or harassment of the media without legal grounds.  However, critics of the Palestinian legal system 
argue that a lack of clarity in the law allows for government abuses10 and that the law, in practice, does not pro-
vide enough protection for the media.11  As well, the Press and Publication Law of 1995, also signed by Arafat, 
stands in direct contradiction to the freedoms outlined in Palestinian Basic Law, specifically in Article 27, which 
lists a number of restrictions on content that can be published.  The Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) 
has criticized the law for the limitations it imposes on journalists.12  In their report, they explain: “The list of pro-
hibitions includes the publication of everything that contradicts democratic principles and national responsibility, 
anything against morals, values, and Palestinian traditions and anything that can agitate violence, hatred, and fa-
naticism.  These concepts are elastic and vague and can be misused.”13  Others have also pointed out the dangers 
of this law: a 2012 report by the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression described the law 
as “excessive government control over the media…”14 
 Under Hamas, the status of freedom of expression in Gaza is worse than what is seen in the West Bank.  
While the West Bank holds a respect for procedure and formalities in handling legal matters, it is described by 

                                                
7 Abusive System. Failures of criminal justice in Gaza. Available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/10/03/abusive-system/failures-criminal-justice-gaza 
accessed on October 20, 2015	
8 This report focuses on a subset of legal codes from Gaza and the West Bank. For materials from laws not cited, see “Palestinian Women and Security: A 
Legal Collection,” edited by Al-Mashni et al. and available to download at http://www.dcaf.ch/Publications/Palestinian-Women-and-Security-A-Legal-
Collection 	
9 Policy	Paper:	“Palestinian	Basic	Law:	Are	Public	Freedoms	Protected?”	Pal-Think	for	Strategies	Studies,	January	2014,	p.	2.	Available	at	http://pal-
think.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Policy-Paper-Palestinian-Basic-Law-Are-Public-Freedoms-Protected.pdf	accessed	on	December	3,	
2015 
10 The	failures	of	the	legal	framework	to	protect	journalists	and	freedoms	have	been	underlined.	For	further	information,	see	the	report	by	Suau	J.	
and	Garcia	A.	“Assessment	of	Media	Legislation	in	Palestine”,	MedMedia,	2015.	Available	at	http://www.med-media.eu/wp-content/up-
loads/2015/09/MEDMEDIA_PALESTINE.pdf	accessed	on	December	21,	2015 
11 Mendel	T.	and	Khashan	A.,	The	Legal	Framework	for	Media	in	Palestine	and	Under	International	Law.	Available	at	https://www.arti-
cle19.org/data/files/pdfs/analysis/palestine-media-framework.pdf	accessed	on	November	19,	2015 
12 “Report on the Right to Freedom of Opinion and  Expression and the Right to Peaceful Assembly under the Palestinian Authority” The Palestinian Centre 
for Human Rights, 2010, p.6. Available at http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2011/freedom%202010.pdf accessed on November 26, 2015 
13 Ibid, p.5. 
14 “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression”, Frank La Rue, Mission to Israel 
and the occupied Palestinian territory, United Nations 2012, p.12 Web 3 Dec. 2015 Available at http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCoun-
cil/RegularSession/Session20/A-HRC-20-17-Add2_en.pdf accessed on December 3, 2015 (Hereinafter: the “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression.”) 
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witnesses that Hamas authorities act without trials, ignoring all rules.15  Egyptian Legal Code is applied in Gaza as 
well as Palestinian Basic Law, with a distinction of de facto Islamization, implemented by Hamas since 2007.  
This translates to the enforcement of public behavior according to Sharia Law by, what one source has called, the 
‘moral police’.16  Freedom of expression, both in Gaza and the West Bank, is described as “a joke.”17  While in 
the West Bank there is at the very least some legal framework, albeit a failing one, in Gaza sources share that Sha-
ria Law is slowly replacing Palestinian Basic Law.1819  In all, while Palestinian Basic Law does call for a protec-
tion of freedom of expression and the press, the complex and unclear legal framework allows for government offi-
cials to abuse and overlook the laws. 

Government Influence in Media 
 To ensure a transparent and effective government, the development of professional media and citizen 
journalism must be encouraged.  According to the IREX Media Sustainability Index Report (2011), which as-
sesses freedom of speech, plurality of news sources, and supporting institutions, Palestine scored a 1.75, listing it 
under the ‘unsustainable mixed system’ category with the likes of Syria, Yemen, and Iraq.20  For media to be in-
dependent, pluralistic, and free, it must be free from governmental, political, or economic control.21  From 2004, 
the PA has regulated local radio and television stations under the Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 182 
(2004), granting authority to regulate media to a tripartite committee comprised of the Ministers of Information, 
Interior, and Telecommunications and Information Technology.22  The ministers have the authority to intervene in 
media content based on concerns for ‘security’; however, they are not subject to any process of checks and bal-
ances, allowing them clear control that is not monitored or reviewed by the public or any internal process.23  In 
addition, governing authorities in both Gaza and the West Bank have exclusive rights in granting Tv and radio 
licenses,24 thereby maintaining control in which media can publish information to the public.  Unless they receive 
approval from the tripartite committee, the station can not publish.  The way officials in Gaza and the West Bank 
regulate audio and visual media stands in direct violation of international standards on freedom of press, as out-
lined in the ICCPR. 
 Alongside strict government regulations on media licensing and content, President Abbas maintains com-
plete control over four major Palestinian media outlets, including Voice of Palestine and Palestine TV, both run 
under the umbrella organization Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation (PBC).25  To work for one of these media 
outlets, journalists must pledge their loyalty to Fatah, Abbas’ political party.26  In addition, the PA places numer-
ous news outlets under Abbas’ “intimate patronage,”27 ensuring that nearly all coverage of news will reflect his 
policies and the ideologies of his party.  In Gaza, Hamas plays a similar role, controlling the main media outlets 
there, including two newspapers an a satellite TV channel.28  Hamas pressures media outlets to adopt their policy 
lines, quieting any political dissidence.  Even private media outlets are subject to government control due to Pal-
estinian journalists often being paid or contracted by the PA.29  With the government in both the West Bank and 

                                                
15 Interview with L., Ramallah, November 24, 2015. 
16 Interview with B., Ramallah, October 13, 2015. 
17 Interview with I., Jerusalem, August 12, 2015.	
18 In many Arab countries, Sharia Law inspires private Law. Taking Islam as a religion of tolerance and inclusion, Sharia Law applied to private or public 
law is in fully accordance with human rights standards. Islam is misunderstood by Muslims themselves, according to the statements made during an inter-
view with L., Ramallah, November 24, 2015.	
19 Interview with B., Ramallah, October 13, 2015	
20 "Media Sustainability Index (MSI)." (2011), IREX.. Available at https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/u105/MENA_2010-2011_MSI_Score_Charts.pdf 
accessed on October 27, 2015 
21"Declarations on Promoting Independent and Pluralistic Media." UNESCO, 3 May 1991. Available at http://www.unesco.org/webworld/fed/temp/commu-
nication_democracy/windhoek.htm accessed on December 9, 2015 
22 Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 182 of 2004. Concerning the regulation of the Licensing of Radio, Television, Satellite and Wireless. Available 
at http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002277/227784E.pdf accessed on December 12, 2015	
23 “Assessment of Media Development in Palestine”, p. 35 	
24 “The Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and the Right to Peaceful Assembly”, Palestinian Centre of Human Rights, 2009. Available at 
http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2011/freedom%202009.pdf accessed on November 9, 2015, p. 34	
25 “About Palestinian media.” Palwatch. Palestinian Media Watch. Available at http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=914 accessed on December 9, 2015 p. 70.	
26 Interview with D., Ramallah, November 24 2015.	
27   “PA daily under “intimate patronage” of Abbas and is ‘national media’” Palwatch. Palestinian Media Watch, 8 May 2015. Available at 
http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=914&doc_id=15044 accessed on December 9, 2015 
28  “Hamas Expands Reach Through Media.” Anti-Defamation League, 24 November 2008. Available at http://archive.adl.org/main_terro-
rism/al_quds_tv.html#.VYvY-ecrhpm accessed on December 9, 2015 
29 Interview with Abu Tomer, 15 July 2015.	
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Gaza offering preferential treatment to public media outlets (which are more or less controlled by the govern-
ment), private media is forced to rely on public media outlets for second hand accounts of news stories, severely 
infringing on the right to access and freely distribute information to the people.30 
 While media in the territories is not under direct and total control of the government, it is severely limited 
and censored through harassment, threat to a journalist’s job security, and difficulty in finding future employ-
ment.31  These factors discourage political dissent and criticism within private or public media, thereby censoring 
any political opposition.  For foreign journalists, access to information is impeded even more so.  Journalists com-
ing in to the territories requires a ‘fixer’, a local Palestinian journalist, to be their translator and protector.  There 
is no autonomy for foreign journalists in the West Bank, and even less in Gaza.  This issue became so severe that 
the Foreign Press Association (FPA) released a protest statement in August 2014 calling the practices of the gov-
ernment “blatant, incessant, forceful, and unorthodox.”32  Journalists out of Gaza share their concerns with publi-
cizing news critical of Hamas.  One Spanish journalist reporting out of Gaza in July 2014, when asked why he 
and his team did not show armed Hamas members, explained: “It’s very simple, we did see Hamas people there 
launching rockets…but if we ever dare pointing our camera on them [sic] they would simply shoot at us and kill 
us.”33  Foreign journalists often do not feel free, and therefore do not publish wholly truthful or revealing content 
for fear of backlash, like arrest, physical abuse, the security of their team and any Palestinian associates, or the 
ability to return in the future.34 
 In order for media to report with true accuracy and transparency, there needs to be an assurance of source 
confidentiality — when handling sensitive information or topics, both source testimonies can often endanger their 
safety.  While the Press and Publication Law of 1995 Article 4(b) protects the right of the press to keep sources 
confidential, in practice, this right is not respected by the PA.  One source notes that both journalists and sources 
can be subject to reprisals and that there is no protection for either.35 
 Under the PA, the situation has deteriorated for journalists, with the government going as far as shutting 
down offices of journalists who voice dissenting opinions of Palestinian leadership.36  While there is no ‘pre-cen-
sorship’ under the PA, many journalists are arrested and imprisoned for months without trial for publishing opin-
ions that go against the PA.  This fear imposes a self-censorship by both citizens and journalists alike.37  If one is 
targeted for censorship, he endures arrests, detentions (possibly torture),38 and in some cases can be dismissed 
from their jobs.  This applies to journalists, as well as citizens to attempt to exercise their freedom of expression.39  
In Gaza, journalists are subject to arrests and beatings without trial.40  One case is that of radio journalist Yousef 
Hammad who was beaten by police officers May 2014 because he interviewed civilians protesting the poor qual-
ity of life in Gaza.41  This is only one example of the brutality journalists face to censure their stories and opin-
ions. 

PROPAGANDA AND INCITEMENT 
Legal Framework — International Law 
Article 19 of the ICCPR is followed by Article 20 of a similar nature, providing a broad standard of international 
law relating to incitement and propaganda: 

1) Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law 

                                                
30 Ibid.	
31 Interview with D., Ramallah, November 24, 2015.	
32 Foreign Press Association Statements in 2014. Available at http://www.fpa.org.il/?categoryId=101307 accessed on December 7, 2015	
33 Available at https://www.facebook.com/michael.grynszpan/posts/10152140390486065 accessed on December 5, 2015.	
34 “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression”, p. 16.	
35 Interview with L., Ramallah, November 24, 2015.	
36 Interview with A., Jerusalem, June 12 2015.	
37 Interview with B., Ramallah,  October 13, 2015.	
38 Interview with Q., Ramallah,,15 July 2015.	
39 Interview with L., Ramallah, November 24, 2015.	
40 Interview with I., Jerusalem, August 12, 2015.	
41 “Annual report 2014, Palestinian Centre of Human Rights”, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, p. 110. Available at 
http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2015/annual_pchr_eng_2014.pdf accessed on November 3, 2015	
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2) Any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hos-
tility or violence shall be prohibited by law.42 

The second portion of this report focuses on the PA’s violations of Article 20, specifically referring to Section 2 
with regards to incitement and discrimination. 
 Related to Article 19 and 20 of the ICCPR, the PA ratified another international treaty: the International 
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD).  Articles 1, 4, and 7 urge action to 
counter discrimination, condemn propaganda, and combat prejudices. 
 If Article 19 of Palestinian Basic Law is interpreted literally, it would seem that freedom of speech has no 
bounds, as no article in the legal code bans hate speech.  As such, the PA does not comply with the provisions of 
the ICCPR.  As well, based on the wording of Article 22(2) of Palestinian Basic Law, it would seem the PA opts 
to protect martyrs and prisoners of war — despite these martyrs receiving their title for murdering Israeli civil-
ians.43  Here is an example of legal incitement to violence, with the law serving as incentive to attack Israelis. 
 Incitement against Israel and Israelis exists within Palestinian media as well.  Israeli cities (in Israel 
proper) are named as ‘settlements’ in media reports, damages caused by Israel are overstated,44 and Israel is 
painted as the enemy of the Palestinian people — in effect, demonizing the state.45  In the West Bank, outlets like 
Palestine TV regularly broadcast anti-Israel, anti-Semitic, and anti-Western propaganda,46 with songs that pro-
mote ‘martyrdom’, or violence and death to Israelis.47  In Gaza, TV programs for children regularly encourage 
children to commit attacks and die as ‘martyrs’ for the Palestinian cause.  On one Hamas channel, a children’s 
character named ‘Nahul the Bee’ teaches children how to fight against Jews and encourages children to commit 
acts of violence against them.48 
 Sources explain to JIJ that the PA is not against incitement; however, when it seems Palestinian leader-
ship is making moves to curb incitement, it is because they fear losing donor aid.49  In an interview on Palestine 
TV in September 2015, President Abbas himself made calls of incitement by praising “every drop of blood spilled 
in Jerusalem” as “pure blood… every shaheed (martyr) will be in Heaven and every wounded will get his re-
ward.”50 
 In Gaza, one source explains his indoctrination to hate Israel from a young age, and how that indoctrina-
tion affected how he views Israel and Israelis.51  Hamas leadership regularly commits acts of incitement as well.  
in October 2015, one Hamas cleric, Sheikh dyad Abu Funun, made a speech declaring Jews to be “more Nazi than 
Hitler” and denied the Holocaust with libelous rhetoric,52 another extreme form of hate speech, perpetuated within 
Hamas leadership.  Another case of severe incitement: August 2012, Hamas Deputy Speaker of Parliament 
Ahamd Bahr made a statement to the public for God to kill the Jews.  “Count them one by one, and kill them all, 
without leaving a single one.”53  His statements were neither condemned, nor was any action taken against him 
for his incitement to violence. 

Incitement on the Internet 

                                                
42 Ibid. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976.	
43 “Israel: Palestinian leader inciting violence over false death claim”. Web 20 Oct. 2015. Available at http://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-palestinian-
president-mahmoud-abbas-inciting-violence-false-death-claim-teenage-boy/ accessed on October 20, 2015	
44 Interview with O., Jerusalem, June 12, 2015.	
45 Interview with Q., Ramallah, July 15, 2015.	
46 Interview with Q., Ramallah, July 15, 2015.	
47 “PA encourages Palestinians to die as Martyrs”, 17 November 2015. Available at http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=16270 accessed on 
December 20, 2015	
48 “Hamas to kids: Shoot all the Jews”, 2 May 2014. Available at http://www.palwatch.org/site/modules/videos/popup/video.aspx?doc_id=11385 accessed 
on December 20, 2015	
49 Interview with Q., Ramallah, July 15, 2015.	
50 “Chairman PA Abbas incites to violence in Jerusalem”, Media Reprints, 28 September 2015.. Available at  http://israelbehindthenews.com/pa-chairman-
abbas-incites-to-violence-in-jerusalem/13707/ accessed on December 10, 2015 Also on: Abbas: “We welcome every drop of blood spilled in Jerusalem. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfZHJWJJz7M 	
51 Interview with Khalil Sayrgh, 19 April 2015.	
52 “Hamas Cleric and TV Host Iyad Abu Funun: The Zionists Are More Nazi than Hitler”, The Middle East Media Research Institute. Antisemitism Docu-
mentation Project, 29 October 2015. Available at http://www.memri.org/clip/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/5152.htm accessed on December 14, 2015	
53 “Palestine’s Democratic Deficit”, The New York Times, 12 February 2013. Available at http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/12/opinion/palestines-demo-
cratic-deficit.html?hp&_r=4& accessed on October 28, 2015	
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 Online platforms like social media are utilized to spread hate and incitement throughout the Palestinian 
world.  Cases in October and November 2015 arose with self-identified UNRWA workers publishing posts en-
couraging individuals to carry out attacks, with others glorifying terrorists.  One poster referred to Jews as “apes 
and pigs.”54  Through the official Fatah Facebook page, cartoons were posted in the aftermath of the 2015 Paris 
attacks blaming Israel for the attacks.55  When attacks occur against Israelis, like the vehicle attacks on Israelis in 
the Autumn of 2014 and Spring of 2015, the PA and Fatah fail to condemn the violence; instead, posts surface 
that encourage and glorify the attacks.56  In Gaza, Hamas regularly uses their social media platforms to calls for 
action against “Zionists and infidels”.57 
Conclusions 
In the territories, the freedoms of expression and the press are not truly free; rather, they face severe restrictions 
and censorship from within Palestinian leadership and society.  Both journalists and citizens do not free to speak 
on topics of politics and corruption, facing consequences like arrest, torture, and career damages.  With hate 
speech, online incitement is not monitored; rather, institutions in many ways work to encourage it. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Concerning freedom of expression, the press, and incitement, 2 key problems have been found in both the West 
Bank and Gaza: 
1) The current legal framework is weak, failing to meet the standards set by international human rights law.  Pal-

estinian Basic Law does not, in reality, form the basis for the legal system in the territories and is instead con-
sistently contradicted by other legal codes. 

2) The laws are often ‘dead letter’: While they may have not been repealed, they are defunct in practice. 
To resolve both issues, a new, clear framework is needed to make the Rule of Law possible, with power sharing 
among the three classical powers, but preventing any of the three from rising above the law.  As well, incitement 
and hate speech must be prohibited by law, with those who transgress punished by the law.  Public institutions, 
lawmakers, and officials must promote human rights and the Rule of Law and condemn incitement against Israel, 
Jews, Christians, or any other  person or group.  The PA can no longer tolerate hate speech by individuals or pri-
vate groups; the same must be applied to Hamas leadership in Gaza.  Finally, education must be utilized: a course 
on human rights should be taught in schools and the curriculum for security force members and public servants 
should also include in-depth human rights education. 

                                                
54 “Despite UNRWA Promises, Teachers Again Inciting to Violence Against “Jewish Apes and Pigs”, UN WATCH, 30 November 2015. Available at http://is-
raelbehindthenews.com/report-despite-unrwa-promises-teachers-again-inciting-to-violence-against-jewish-apes-and-pigs/14091/ accessed on December 9, 
2015	
55 “Fatah cartoons: Israel behind Paris terror attacks that killed 129”, 16 November 2015. Available at 
http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=16264 accessed on December 20, 2015	
56 “How the Palestinian Authority and Fatah Respond to Vehicular Attacks”, The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center, 4 June 2015. 
Available at http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/article/20820 accessed on December 13, 2015	
57 “New Hamas anthem calls to banish Zionists from Israel”, Ynet News, 13 November 2014. Available at  
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4591242,00.html accessed on December 14, 2015, and, “Hamas's new Hebrew hit”, Ynet News, 10 July 2015. 
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4707797,00.html 	


