UNDERSTANDING THE EXPLOITATION

BEHIND THE INDUSTRY

Prostitution, described as “the world’s oldest profession,” is more accurately understood as a structurally
exploitative ‘industry’ that extracts profits from the bodies of vulnerable people through manipulation,
humiliation, addiction, and physical abuse. Attempts to regulate this industry do not generate human
dignity. The transactional and inherently violent nature of prostitution prevents a balanced power dynamic
between the buyer and the person being prostituted, leading to dangerous, often deadly conditions.

The Equality/Abolitionist/Nordic Model aims to decriminalize & rehabilitate those who sell sex

(individuals involved in prostitution) while penalizing the purchasers of sex, or "johns.” The model also
criminalizes third parties who profit from prostitution, such as pimps and traffickers.
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UNDERSTANDING THE EXPLOITATION

BEHIND THE INDUSTRY

The Equality/Abolitionist/Nordic Model recognizes prostitution as a form of gender-based violence

and a violation of human rights, aiming to reduce demand and support the recovery of exploited
people. By providing social services, healthcare, and job training for individuals exiting prostitution,
the Abolitionist Model helps empower them to rebuild their lives, fostering a safer society.

KEY PRINCIPLES OF THE EQUALITY MODEL
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